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1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. . 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7 and 16-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over either Braden et al. (U. S. Pat. No. 3,292,645) or Given et al. (U. S. Pat. No. 
2,958,91) in view of either Tilton et al. (U. S. pat. No. 6,539,955 or Japan'107 (Japan 
2000-126107). 

Re claims 1, 16 and 25, note the Braden and Given are each cited disclosing a 
dishwasher comprising: 

a washtub comprising a rear wall, bottom wall, and sidewalls, with the walls 
collectively forming an open-faced wash chamber; 

a support frame having a front-facing opening intermediate a support frame 
upper portion and a support frame lower portion, and the wash tub is mounted to the 
support frame such that the open-faced wash chamber is in communication with the 
front-facing opening, and a motor cavity with a front-facing motor cavity opening is 
defined intermediate the wash tub bottom wall and the support frame lower portion; 

an access panel (see fig. 6 in Given and 156 in Braden) covering the motor cavity 
opening; and 
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a sound attenuator (col. 8, lines 3-1 1 in Given and col. 4, lines 33 -37 in Bradenj 
comprising a sound barrier element (respective outside panels) and a sound absorbing 
element (166, 168 in Given and 160 in Braden) and the sound attenuator being inserted 
into the motor cavity opening that differs from the claims only in the recitation of the, the 
sound attenuator extending along a bottom portion of the motor cavity and against a 
side portion of the motor cavity and substantially closing the motor cavity opening to 
attenuate the sound emanated from the motor. Japan'107 and Tilton (col. 3, lines 53-65) 
are each cited disclosing the arrangement of providing sound attenuator under the 
motor cavity as claimed. It therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the sound attenuator in either Given or Braden, to also extend 
beneath the motor cavity as taught by either Japan'107 or Tilton, for the purpose of 
completely enclosing the cavity with sound attenuation material, thereby deadening any 
noise or sound that leaks pass the sound attenuating means (166, 168 in Given or 160 
in Braden) and since Tilton discloses that the attenuator may have different 
configurations. Re claims 2-7, to have the sound attenuator to be as claimed is deemed 
to be of little patentable weight in view of the corresponding features in the applied prior 
art. This is also applicable to the subject matter of claims 17-24. 

3. Claims 8-15 stand objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In Mori, Kaldenberg, Becker et al., Saruta, France'196, Nakanishi 
et al., Germany'002, Burns, Weir and Flowers, note the dishwasher and noise 
attenuation. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the . 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1308. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and some Saturdays from approximately 5:30 am to 1 1 :30 am. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr, can be reached on (571) 272-1700. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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